ROTIFERA-----ROTTERDAM.

tage to account. The Rothschilds do not
contemn comparatively small operations;
but they are chiefly famous for the enor-
mous loans which they raise and manage
for different European governments. In
1822 the five brothers were made barons by
Austria; and in 1885 Baron Nathan von

Venceslas, Don Bertrand de Cabrere, An-
tigone, Hercule Mourant, and Cosroes. He
was patronized by Richelieu, and a friend
of Corneille.

Eotteck, KARL WENCESLAUS RODECKER
votf, a German historian and politician, was
born at Freiburg in Baden in 1775. From

Rothschild (born 1840) was raised to the   1798 till 1818 he was professor of history, and

-

English peerage. Lionel Nathan (1808-79),
the father of the last-named, was the first
Jew who sat in parliament (1858); and
various other members of the family have

from 1818 till 1832 of law in the university
of his native town. In 1819 he was chosen
to represent the university in the upper house
of legislature, and in 1831 he entered the

risen to positions of honour and dignity both   lower chamber as a popular representative.

in Britain and other countries.

Rotif era, ROTATOBIA, or WHEEL A^i-
MALCULES, a group of microscopic organisms,
inhabiting both salt and fresh water, distin-
guished by the possession of an anterior
disc-like structure (trockal disc), furnished
with vibratile cilia or filaments and capable
of being everted and inverted at will The
popular name of * Wheel Animalcules' is
derived from an apparent rotatory motion
in the cilia which fringe the front disc.
Rotif era are found both in a free swimming
and a temporarily or permanently attached
state; some are parasitic. The body is usu-
ally elongated and generally covered with
a chitinous skin, The head region is well
marked. A highly - specialized digestive
system is usually developed, at least in
the females. The nervous system is repre-
sented by a single ganglionic mass, on which
pigment spots, supposed to be eyes, are
generally visible. The sexes are found in
different individuals; but the
males are smaller, and in develop-
ment entirely subsidiary to the
females. Locomotion is carried
on by means of the cilia of the
troch&l disc, which also serve to
sweep particles of food towards
the mouth. The first rotifer was
discovered in 1702 by Leeuwen-
hoek; but Ehrenberg and later ob-
servers first differentiated them
from infusoria and other minute
forms of life. Some authorities
class them as an aberrant subdivi-
sion of the scolecidse or tape-
worms, others as a subdivision of
the annelida, and others connect
them with the mollusca, or ar-
ibropoda.

Botrou (ro-iro), JEAN BE, French drama-
tist, born 1609, died 1650. He was the
author of thirty-fire plays all deservedly
popular, the beet of which are Saint Genest,

bold and uncompromising advocacy of
liberal reform and political freedom drew on
him the resentment of government and he
lost his professorship, but maintained his
seat in the legislature until his death in
1840. His best-known work is his Allge-
meine "Weltgeschichte (General History of
the World).

Rottenburg, a town of Wiirttemberg, on
the Neckar, about 6 miles s.w. of Tubingen,
has a Roman Catholic cathedral and an old
castle (1216) of the counts of Hohenberg,
now a prison. Pop. 7310.

Rotten-stone, a soft stone or mineral,
called also Tripoli, from the country from
which it was formerly brought. It is much
used for polishing household articles of brass
or other metaL Most of the rotten-stone of
commerce is derived, like that of Derbyshire,
from the decomposition of siliceous lime-
stones, the lime being decomposed, and the
silex remaining as a light earthy mass.

Rotterdam, the chief port and second city
in Holland, is situated on the Nieuwe Maas
or Meuse, at its junction with the Botte,
about 14 miles from the North Sea, with
260